Centenary
State High School
Building the Future

CENTENARY

STATE HIGH SCHOOL

Chronicle

Achieve more than you thought was possible

Volume 11 No 1
6 February2009




Monday, 9 February
Ancient History Excursion to the Museum (Year 12)
EAC Excursion (6 Students)
Wednesday , 11 February
Musical Rehearsal (2-5pm)
Parent/Carer Year 8 Welcome & BBQ
Thursday, 12 February
Swimming Carnival (All Year 8 and
nominated students from Years 9-12)
Friday, 13 February
Art Excursion (Year 12)
Accounting Excursion to QUT (Year 12) TBC
Monday, 16 February
Investiture Assembly Ceremony 9am
Tuesday, 17 February
EAC Camp (Years 8-12)
Wednesday, 18 February
P&C Meeting
EAC Camp (Years 8-12)
Musical Rehearsal
Thursday, 19 February
State Triathlon
EAC Camp (Years 8-12)
Friday, 20 February
Art Excursion (Year 11)
District Swimming Carnival
State Triathlon
Saturday, 21 February
Clairvaux 7s Rugby League Carnival (Open & U14)

&
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Contact Details:
1 Moolanda Street, JINDALEE
PO Bax 321 MT OMMANEY Q Za

Phone: ((F) 3373 4555 * Fax: (07) 3373 4500

Email: admin@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au
Web: www.centenaryshs.eq.edu.au
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\ ex Is your student not attending school
/ today?

Please phone through to the

What's On 2009

Monday, 23 February
District Trials for Sports: Aussie Rules 15, Hockey 19,
Netball 15/19, Rugby League 15/18, Squash 15/19,
Golf 18, Football 19 (Week Long)
EAC Excursion
Tuesday, 24 February
Year 10 to 11 Transition Talk (Lesson 2)

Year 10 Transition Parent Talk (6pm, CPAC)
District Trials for Sports: Aussie Rules 15, Hockey 19,
Netball 15/19, Rugby League 15/18, Squash 15/19,
Golf 18, Football 19 (Week Long)

District Rugby League Trials U15
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary (Year 9) 3 Classes
Wednesday, 25 February
Musical Rehearsal
District Trials for Sports: Aussie Rules 15, Hockey 19,
Netball 15/19, Rugby League 15/18, Squash 15/19,
Golf 18, Football 19 (Week Long)

Thursday, 26 February
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary (Year 9) 3 Classes
District Trials for Sports: Aussie Rules 15, Hockey 19,
Netball 15/19, Rugby League 15/18, Squash 15/19,
Golf 18, Football 19 (Week Long)
Friday, 27 February
District Trials for Sports: Aussie Rules 15, Hockey 19,
Netball 15/19, Rugby League 15/18, Squash 15/19,
Golf 18, Football 19 (Week Long)
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary (Year 9) 3 Classes
Regional 18 Year Surfing Trials
Saturday, 28 February
Regional 18 Year Surfing Trials
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School Executive Report

Principal:
John Brew

Business Services Manager:
Charmaine Macaulay

Deputy Principals

jorewl0@eqg.edu.au

cmaca5@eg.edu.au

Julie Hammer (Years 9 & 12)
Sallyann Griffith: (Year 10)
Ann-Marie Kelly (Years 8 & 11)

jhamm26@eg.edu.au

sqrif88@eq.edu.au
akell20@eqg.edu.au
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From the Principal

Happy New Year to all members of the Centenary SHS
community and welcome to the 2009 school year. |
hope the summer holidays have given all families the
opportunity to have guality time together and that
everyone is refreshed and revitalised for the school
year ahead.

The Year Ahead

The 2009 year will be an exciting time for Centenary
SHS with a new cohort of students becoming the
leaders of the school and our new Years 8s ready to
embark on their secondary education journey.

The year will present some interesting challenges.
Both NAPLAN and QCAR will impact upon Years 8 and
9. The NAPLAN testing is particularly prominent in the
media at present. The unfolding of the national testing
regimen is providing schools with explicit data on
student performance consequently informing course
structures and teaching strategy At the same time the
junior curriculum is being reworked due to the
systemic implementation of the Queensland Curriculum
Assessment and Reporting Framework. Whilst this
implementation does not force change to the structure
of the school’s curriculum offerings it does raise
challenges with respect to classroom practice.

The school's International Students Program is gaining
momentum. The program began with one student last
year. This year saw seven new students from seven
different countries begin their studies at Centenary
SHS. I am convinced that this program will contribute
strongly to the richness of the schooling experience
for all at Centenary.

2008 saw our first cohort of students receive the
Queensland Certificate of Education. Much effort will
be invested in 2009 fine tuning course selection and
support processes to maximise the number of
students graduating from school with the QCE.

Staffing News
The 2009 Year sees some changes to the school's
Senior LeadershipTeam.

Ms Jenny Ivett-Hawes has been appointed asActing
English HOD forTerm 1.

Mr DarrenTeale from Kenmore SHS has been
appointed asActing Mathematics HOD for Semester 1.

MsAngela Raven has been appointed as Senior
Schooling HOD.

Mr Jean-Pierre Rossouw has taken up the Year 9
Coordinator position.

Ms Nicole Heuir will be the Year 11 Coordinator.

The full leadership team for 2009 is:
" MrJohn Brew Principal

" Ms Ann-Marie Kelly Deputy Principal
" Ms Sallyann Griffith Deputy Principal
" Ms Julie Hammer Deputy Principal

" Mrs Charmaine Macaulay Business Serv. Manager
" Mr Michael Tobin Applied Technology HOD

" MrDale Partridge Arts HOD

" Ms Janelle Przybylo Business Education HOD
" Ms Jenny lvett-Hawes EnglishHOD

© Mr Steve Mills HPEHOD

" MrDarren Teale Mathematics HOD

" Ms Debra Smith Science HOD

" Ms Angela Raven Senior Schooling HOD

" Ms Beryl McLachlan SOSEHOD

“ Mr Daniel Mabb Technology HOD

" Ms Dianne Porrill HOSES

Ms Vani Naiker Guidance Officer
Ms Rachael Ryan Guidance Officer
Ms Berenice Furlong Yr 8 Coordinator
Mr Jean-Pierre Rossouw Yr 9 Coordinator
Mr Brad Lambert Yr 10 Coordinator
Ms Nicole Heuir Yr 11 Coordinator
Mr Strachan Kosanovic  Yr 12 Coordinator

Year 12 2008 OP Results

The publication of OP results over the holidays brought
some great news to the school.

The OP (Overall Position) is a score from 1 (highest) to
25 which rank orders students in Year 12 for entry to
tertiary courses.

Three Centenary SHS students received the highest
possible OP 1 - Justin Carmody, Nicholas Allen and
Arun Nadarajah.

This result places these three students in the top 2%

in the state.

In addition the following students received OPs

between 2 and 5. An outstanding result.

OP2  Sally Prowd, Luke Robertson

OP3 Jessika Geer, Benjamin Stevens, Andrew
Taylor, KrisYates, Alyssa Budd

OP4  Katherine Cornwell, Wei June Ngo, Aidan
Zecevik

OP5 KirstenAdlard, Hui-Pei Chui, Rory Kelly, Guy
Moffatt, Nadezhda Razzhigaeva, Yoon Shin,
Josh White

Positive news for the school is that just over 70% of

OP eligible students achieved an OP between 1 and

15. This represents a significant increase on the 61%

who achieved this resultin 2007. Although cohorts do

change from year to year the strong results indicate

that the school has good practices in place to

maximise student achievement.

Enrolments

The school continues to enrol students for the 2009
school year. Thursday, February 5 is the all important
Day 8 enrolment count for the school. Enrolment
figures as of this date will establish the school's
staffing and general resourcing for the year. Although
itis difficult to predict it is hoped that changes to
classes will be minimal.

Annual Operation Plan
Continual improvement remains a core focus of the
school in 2009. The school’'s Annual Operation Plan

has been developed through consultative processes
involving staff, students and parents. It presents the
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Pictured below:
Maurice,
Srina, Justin,
Kazumi, Eric,
Fernando,
and William.

key areas we will invest time and energy into
reviewing and developing ongoing strategy. The plan
is available on the school’s website.

Feedback can be emailed to the school via
admin@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au

The beginning of the school year can be stressful for
all concerned. Communication is the key to resolving
issues and misunderstandings and generally easing
stress levels. Please don't hesitate to contact the
school if we can support your students in a safe,
smooth and positive start to the school year.

John Brew

Principal

From the Deputy Principals

On behalf of the three Deputy Principals, | would like to
welcome everyone to a new school year at Centenary
SHS. A very special welcome to our new students and
their families and in particular the Year 8 students who
have joined our school community this year. We have
had a smooth start to the year and it would appear
that our Year 8 students have transitioned well into
secondary school.

This year the three Deputy Principals are Mrs Sallyann
Griffith, Mrs Julie Hammer and myself. | will be working
with Years 8 and 11 students. Mrs Hammer will be
working with the Years 9 and 12 students and Mrs
Griffith will be working with Year 10 students.

Thank you to all our parents/carers for ensuring that
our students started school with correct uniforms and
the necessary resources to begin their studies. We do
understand the enormity of ensuring students are
adequately prepared for school.

I would like to take this opportunity to invite the Year 8
parents to the Year 8 BBQ and Information Night on
Wednesday, February 11 from 5.30pm to 7.00pm in the
CPAC building. The aim of the evening is to give
parents and teachers the opportunity to meet each
other and for parents to gain information about their
student’s studies at Centenary.

Our school is involved in the 2009 School Based
Vaccination Program. All studentsin Year 8 will be
offered the opportunity to be vaccinated against
Hepatitus B and \aricella (chickenpox). Year 8
females will also be offered the vaccination for Human
Papillomavirus (HPV). Year 10 students will be

offered vaccination for Diptheria-Tetanus-Pertussis
(whooping cough). Information has been distributed to
students and consent forms were to be returned to
school by February 5. The immunisation program
begins onApril 7.

The development of leadership skills is highly valued at
Centenary SHS and as a school, the students are
currently in the process of electing their student
leaders for 2009. The investiture ceremony will be
held on Monday, February 16 commencing at 9.00am in
the Sport and Recreation Centre. Invitations will be
sent to the parents of the student leaders. All
members of our school community are most welcome
to attend this ceremony.
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All students are expected to attend each official
school day (including sport and swimming carnivals).
When a student is absent, a note signed by the parent/
carer is to be returned via the student to their HSG
teacher on the day of the return. Alternatively, the
parent/carer may phone the school absentee line
(33734503) on the day of the absence. If a student will
be absent from school due to holidays during the term
it is vital that the school is informed and that it is the
responsibility of the student to ensure they have seen
their classroom teacher to collect work to be
completed in their absence.

In 2009, we look forward to working with the parents/
carers and students of Centenary SHS to ensure the
best possible learning outcomes for all students.
Should you have any concerns please contact us.

Just in time for Remembrance Day 2008, a number of
our Year 10 and 11 students applied for RSL Youth
Development awards. These awards provide funding
for students to undertake their own projects, from
participating in National sports or community events, to
paying fees or other costs for further study.

Sushant Chawla, now in Year 11, hopes to study
Engineering and IT at tertiary level so applied for
equipment and software to allow him to complete a
Certificate Il in IT at this time. He wrote an extended
essay on the role of the RSL inAustralia and, despite
of being new to this country, he was one of the
winners of the grants, gaining $2600 to fund his
project. Congratulations Sushant!

Students should look out for information on the 2009
RSL awards with information on the RSL website after
ANZAC Day.

International Program - From All the Lands They
Come

Last week we welcomed our first cohort of Education
Queensland International (EQI) Program students to our
school. Having been invited to join the program in late
2007, we have spent 2008 preparing ourselves,
gaining accreditation and finding homestay families in
our local community. There was great excitement on
both sides when our seven initial students arrived at
school on Tuesday, January 27.

There is great diversity in our first group of students
with seven students from seven countries, Brazil,
Taiwan, China, Japan, Germany, Vietnam and Korea,
enrolled in four of our year levels. Two students,
Fernando (Year 12) and Maurice (Year 10) are Study
Abroad students, here in Australia for six months to
experience our schooling, lifestyle and further their
English skills. Our other students, Srina, Kazumi and
Eric (Year 11), Justin (Year 10) and William (Year 8)
are part of our Graduate Program and intend to
complete their secondary education at Centenary SHS.

All these students face the challenge of studying in a
second language but have cheerfully embraced the
new experiences of wearing uniforms, moving around
a large outdoor campus, finding new friends and even
utilising our local bus system.

We have also hosted several German educational
agents in our first week who were greatly impressed
by Centenary SHS's facilities, resources and range of
opportunities for their students. It is likely we will
welcome further students in Semester 2.

The involvement of International students in our school
adds much to our local students’ opportunities to meet
and befriend young people from around the world and
develop the global awareness so beneficial to their
futures.

Ann-Marie Kelly, Sallyann Griffith, Julie

Hammer

Deputy Principals
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Student Suppor

t Ser vices

Guidance Counsellors: Chaplain:
\ani Naiker (Monday to Friday) (Years 10, 11, 12) Nick Emery nemerS@eg.edu.au
vnaik2@eg.edu.au School Nurse:
Rachael Ryan (Monday, Wednesday, Thursday) (Years 8 & 9) Dyanne Moxham admin@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au
rryan4l@eq.edu.au Student Behaviour Support
Education Adjustment Centre: Marty Webber mwebb30@ed.edu.au

Diane Porrill (HOSES)

dporr3@eq.edu.au

“Nothing is
so awful that
you carit talk
with someone

about it"

“Everyone has
the right to
feel safe at all
times”
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News from Guidance
Welcome to the 2009 Guidance News!

We look forward to working with students and their
families again this year and welcome Rachael Ryan
who joins Vani Naiker in Guidance.

Essentially Guidance Counsellors help with
educational, vocational and personal issues
confronting students and their families.

Our school has a comprehensive and structured
support system for students. All students are attached
to a House Support Group and have a House Support
Group Teacher and House Support Group Coordinator
—often the first point of call for families may be the
House Support Group Teacher. Please make sure you
find out the name of your student’s House Support
GroupTeacher.

Protective Behaviours T alk

On Wednesday, January 28, Guidance Counsellors
presented a talk on “Protective Behaviours” to the
Year 8 students who were briefed on how to stay
safe, who to talk to and problem solving strategies.
Students were also encouraged to develop a support
network and an action plan to assist them in an
emergency.

Other staff contactable through Guidance

Dyanne Moxham (School Nurse)
Inge Alberts (Youth Support Worker)
Nick Emery (Chaplain)

Other free counselling services

Inala Child and Youth Mental Health Service
33725577

Kids Help Line 1800 551 800

Parent Line 1300 301 300

Life Line 1311 14

Alcohol and Drug Information Service 3236 2414
Family Drug Support 1300 368 186

Special Needs

Please note that it is important that our teachers are
aware of information that may effect the education of
students in their care. In order for us to ensure that
this information is distributed appropriately please
make contact with Guidance staff to discuss
information that you think is necessary to pass on to
teachers - this information includes serious medical
conditions, serious learning difficulties, ascertainment/
verification information or serious social issues, etc.
Many parents have completed SPIR (Special Parent
Information Request) forms last year - this does not
have to be done again. If you are a new enrolment,
and this special information has been written on the
enrolment form, it will not be necessary for you to
contact Guidance, as the information will be noted.
The information you give to us will be treated with
discretion.

Appointments with Vani and Rachael can be made
through the main school office on 33734555. Days and
times available are listed above.

Vani Naiker and Rachael Ryan,

Guidance Counsellors

News from the Education
Adjustment Centre

The 2009 school year is well and truly under way and
we would like to extend a special welcome to our new
students and their families and a warm welcome back
to the students and families who were with us last
year.
The EAC continues to grow in numbers so we have
four full-time teaching staff allocated to us:
Diane Porrill as our Head of Secial Education
Services (HOSES)
Nicole Donaldson, Jenny Carse and Estee Lee as
support teachers.

Jenny lvett-Hawes, our learning support teacher in
2008, has taken on the role of Acting Head of

Dep artment for English for Term 1 and has been
replaced by Yanni Pearson. We were fortunate to
have Yanni work with us last year in the learning
support area so she is able to slip into this full-time
position with ease and efficiency.

Timetable glitches are still being sorted out so that we
can maximise support and education for our students.
These will include both academic subjects and
Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) lessons which will
assist some of our students to enhance their skillsin a
wide variety of areas such as living skills, social skills,
orientation and mobility, etc.

This year, as always, will be a full and exciting year.
There are plans already set in motion for excursions,
camps, Youth Group and parent support meetings for
parents of vision impaired students throughout the
western suburbs:

Youth Group

A youth group for our EAC students will be held on the
last Friday of each month, the first being on Friday,
February 27.

Camps

Plans are being made for two major camps throughout
the year, one for our vision impaired students, the
other for our ASD students. Expressions of interest
for these camps have been given out to students and
need to be returned to us no later than Friday,
February 27 so that definite numbers can be
ascertained. This will then enable us to make
enquiries to achieve the best possible fares/
accommodation, etc.

Excursions

Excursions will be held throughout the year, the first
one having been on Friday, January 30, to the
Sandgate Pier.

Parent Support Group (for parents of vision
impaired students throughout the western
suburbs)

A parent support group has been formed so that an
alliance of parents of vision impaired children can meet
regularly to support and talk through any problems/
concerns they may have with professionals and other
parents who understand and who will do their utmost
to assist. The next meeting of this group —“Foresight
on the Western Front” — will be held at the EAC on
Monday, March 2, from 7.00 to 8.30pm.
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Here’s to a productive year full of learning, adventure

and fun.

Should parents of our students have any queries or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the EAC

staff on 3373 4547.
Diane Paorrill
HOSES

From the Chaplain

2009 has already gotten off to a flying start, and | for
one am excited about what is going to unfold this year.
However, let me quickly acknowledge the wonderful
and vast achievements of our student and staff body

from last year. In particular | pass on my

congratulations to the Seniors of 2008 and their
families for fantastic input into the life of Centenary
SHS. They have left a great legacy in the school for

future years to aspire to.
With that said, we turn our attention to 2009.

| like the thought of new resolutions. In fact, why wait
until December 31 every year to make one, | ask. |
usually picture the road sign you see from time to time
— “watch out for ruts!” Practices and disciplines are
fantastic. They hold us in good stead and are not to be
criticised. But ruts have a tendency to invoke the
feelings of boredom and entrapment. My point is this,

why not make a change? The notion of doing

something new to achieve a higher performance or
potential is an excellent thing. As we, both as
individuals and a community, face new challenges and
tasks this year, | hope we can approach them with a
fresh attitude, one that is willing to grow and go
forward, not one that will choose to sit back.

The chaplaincy program this year will be engaging in a
number of great activities including:

Brekky Club,

Chaplaincy Week,

World Vision events,

Lunchtime programs and events,

Schoolies week alternatives and heaps more.

On the subject of schoolies week, Scripture Union
(SU) QId offers several great alternatives to schoolies
week on the Gold Coast including a schoolies week
program at the Sunshine Coast, weeklong cruise in the
Whitsundays or a trip to Queenstown in NZ. This year
SU has also organised a surf trip for experienced
surfers toTonga. For Year 12 students, still looking for
away to celebrate the end of school, these are some
great options. Check out www.su-schoolies.com for
more details and applications. Be QUICK because
these trips book up FAST!!

All the best for a great 2009.

Warm regards
Nick Emery
Chaplain

Fr om t he F aculties

Applied T echnology : Mike Tobin

Arts : Dale Partridge

Business T echnology : Janelle Przybylo
English/LOTE : Jenny Ivett-Hawes

HPE: Steve Mills

mtobi6@eqg.edu.au
dpart7@eq.edu.au
jprzyl@eq.edu.au

jivetl@eq.edu.au
smill103@eg.edu.au

Humanities : Beryl McLachlan

Maths : Darren Teale
Management T echnology : Daniel Mabb
Science : Deb Smith

Senior Schooling : Angela Raven

bmclalO@eg.edu.au
dteald@eq.edu.au
dmabbl@eq.edu.au
dsmitl45@eqg.edu.au

arave7@eqg.edu.au

The Arts News

To parents of Year 8 students, welcome. To continuing
parents, welcome back and to all Arts students, a
huge welcome to an eventful Arts year in 2009.

Firstly congratulations to the past Year 12s from 2008.
The results in Arts subjects were above the state and
school mean (86% of Performing Arts students
obtained an OP1-15). Outstanding results were
achieved in the high bands (OP1-5), in particular in
Drama, Dance, Music and Music Extension. Well done

2008 Seniors.

Looking to 2009, there are positive signs that this year
Arts students will continue to maintain the high
standards expected. Students are welcoming the cool
conditions in CPAC as they settle in for Term 1.

Rehearsals are underway for the musical “Changes”
in May and the Instrumental Music students and choirs

are up and running.

With the annual FTM and Music Camps as well as
excursions by Art students to the Art Galleries just
around the corner, we have well and truly hit the

ground running.

Arts students will be invited to attend the final
performance of “Chicago” at QPAC on Sunday, May 3.

Tickets are $50 and will be available soon.

There are more opportunities later in the year to attend
performances outside of school so please encourage
your child to participate in attending as many live
events, galleries and films as possible to support the

learning that is offered in class.

| am looking forward to an exciting year ahead in The

Arts at Centenary SHS.

Dale Partridge
The Arts HOD
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Instrumental Music

2009 is shaping up as another exciting and productive
year for the Instrumental Music program. At the end of
last year we said goodbye to another group of senior
students, whom we thank for their contribution to the
program and wish them all the best with their future
endeavours. Along with that, we again greet a new
group of Year 8 students into our cultural program. To
all of the new students and parents we say welcome,
and look forward to meeting you in the coming months.

Our teaching team remains the same for 2009 with
Fiona Harvey, Damon Lougheed, Steve Stiller and
Jonathan Zorzetto all back for another year of
wonderful music making. We are also very excited to
welcome an extra strings teacher to the school to help
out with the growing numbers in that department.
Matthew Hoey will be joining us on Monday afternoons
to look after the cellos and double basses. Matthew is
a well known cellist around Brisbane who has
performed with many ensembles including the
Brisbane Symphony Orchestra and The Queensland
Orchestra. Itis wonderful to have a musician of
Matthew’s calibre joining us to add to our current staff
of experts.

The New Year also brings with it new music captains.
This year our captains are: Mitchell Huddy, Tim Schulz
(Band), Rob Knaggs, Bethany Sands (Strings), Robyn
Bretherton, Camille Toussaint (Choir), and Elisabeth
Comacchio, Hayden Wadsworth (Backstage).
Congratulations to all, and we look forward to you
receiving your badges at the School Investiture

Ceremony, and working with you during the year
ahead.

Keep an eye out for information about upcoming
concerts and events happening throughout the year.
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Below: English
Bachers - Jenny
lvett-Hawes,
Lorna Ginn,
Helen Griffiths,
Angela Mclay,
Jennifer Sterling
and Melanie
Osborne.
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Also you can check out the Performing Arts calendar
on the school website, under the calendars link.

Happy music making!

Mark Watkins
Cultural Coordinator

English/LOTE News

Itis with a great deal of enthusiasm that | welcome our
parents/carers, students and staff to be part of the
English and LOTE Department for 2009.

May | thank Ms Anne-Marie Price for her fine
stewardship of this Department for the past two and a
half years. As a result of her appointment as Teacher
Librarian, | am delighted to assume the role of Acting
Head of Department.

A special, warm welcome to our new members of
staff: Sadie Hamilton (teaching English), Eva Zhang
(teaching Chinese) and Susan Cooper (replacing
Brooke Hardwick for five weeks and teaching
English).

Our school website will soon provide details of all due
dates for assessment items. Please take afew
moments to familiarise yourself with thisand support
your son/daughter in meeting deadlines.

The English Department recognises the importance of
all students drafting assignments and gaining valuable
teacher feedback on these drafts. Aquality draft
means that the teacher can provide meaningful
responses to your child. Attached to this newsletter is
an information sheet, “What is an acceptable draft?”
Please read this and encourage your child to put their
best efforts into their drafts.

Thank you for preparing your son/daughter so well
with correct uniform and stationery items. This
benefits everyone!

During this term, | will be introducing the talented
teachers who make up the English/LOTE Department. |
hope you enjoy putting faces to names and getting to
know a little more about us. (Unfortunately some of
our stars are camera-shy!)

Jenny Ivett-Hawes
English A/IHOD

Jenny Ivett-Hawes teaches Years 8, 11 and 12
English. “I grew up in Townsville and studied at James
Cook University. My kindergarten, primary school and
secondary school were across the road from the
beach and, back in those days, we were allowed to
go the beach every lunch time. | have one daughter,
one son and assorted pets. We have lived in
Launceston, Tasmania, where itis VERY cold and has
beautiful scenery. Inthe summer, the temperature
rarely gets above about 26 degrees! | have special
interests in literacy and curriculum development.”

Susan Cooper teaches Years 10 and 11 English. “I
have taught in various schools in the western suburbs
and my teaching areas are English, History, SOSE and
Special Education. | enjoy spending time with my
family, reading and walking.”

Jane Fry teachesYears 9, 10 and 11 English and

Year 11 English Communication. “I have taughtin
country Victoria, Secondary High schools, ESL
teaching and Adult Education as well as TAFE

colleges. | enjoy walking, bike-riding, snorkelling and
photography. I relax by walking around the gorge at
Stradbroke Island and reading; also spending time with
my own children.”

Lorna Ginn teaches Years 8 to 12 English. “I've been
teaching longer than | wish to own up to, butit's been
wonderful, from teaching in remote Queensland to
Manchester, England. The best thing about teaching is
that every day is different and some days something
amazing happens when the “penny drops” for the first
time with a student. 1am interested in journalism and
writing.”

Helen Griffiths teaches Years 8, 9 and 11 English.
“Teaching has taken me all over Queensland; from the
tropical north to a small country town and to the
western suburbs of Brisbane. | love movies, rock ‘n’
roll, trivia and travelling. | believe that we can't
understand anyone until we stand in their shoes.”
Angela McKay teachesYears 9 and 10 English and
Years 8 and 9 German. “l have taught at Mt Isa and
Bundamba and have been at Centenary SHS since
2004.”

Melanie Osborne teaches Year 8 English as well as
Film, Television and New Media, Media Studies and
Drama. “| like all things arty!”

Jennifer S terling teachesYears 9, 10 and 11 English
and Year 12 English Communication. “I started
teaching in the Central Queensland coalfields over 20
years ago and have taught French in Victoria and
Grade 1in England in between then and now! | love
my dog, my 14 year old son and 13 year old daughter
(not necessarily in that order). In 2009 | hope to learn
to manage my camera, phone, ipod and computer
(again, not necessarily in that order).”

Stay tuned and meet Nardus Botha, Amanda
Doyle, Sadie Hamilton, Pam Hanna, Strachan
Kosanovic, Andrea Mestroni, Deb Man sini and
Eva Zhang later in the term!

HPE News
The HPE program

Welcome back everyone and a particularly warm
welcome to all of our new students and parents/
carers.

For the benefit of new students and parents/carers, |
would like to briefly discuss the HPE program.
Students who study a HPE subject will have three 70
minute lessons each week. Two of those lessons are
practical lessons where students participate in active
games and sports and the other lesson students are in
the classroom learning about Health related issues.
For the practical lessons students are required to
change into their full sports uniform and for the theory
(Health) lesson they wear their formal uniform and
bring their HPE notebook to class. The HPE teachers
will inform the students in their first lesson what days
they have these lessons.
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All Year 8 students will do HPE, whilst only those
students who choose a HPE subject will study it in
Years 9-12. We have a very good HPE program
where students get the opportunity to learn and play
a wide range of sports, and also get to learn about
the benefits of leading a healthy and active life. | trust
that all students who study HPE in 2009 will enjoy the
program.

Year 8 HPE

Students in Year 8 HPE this year will be participating in
single gender classes. By doing this we hope to be
able to offer learning experiences that engage and
motivate the students to a higher level. This has
worked successfully for us in the past and | trust it
will work well again this year. If you have any
guestions about the single gender classes, please
contact me at school.

It's HOT!

Itis the time of year where we will experience some
very warm weather. While the HPE teachers take into
account the hot weather, we still need to continue to
deliver our programs. Many of these programs
require the students to be participating outdoors so |
am appealing to all parents/carers and HPE students
to take a responsible approach to sun safety.

The HPE teachers when teaching outdoors in warm
weather, will provide sun screen for students in their
classes, will give the students rest/drink breaks
throughout the lesson and will model sun safe
practices by wearing hats and sunscreen. By doing
this we are encouraging students to take more
responsibility for their own sun safety. It does
concern us when students appear to not take any
responsibility for their own sun safety so can | please
encourage all parents/carers and students to take a
personal, responsible and sensible approach to sun
safety for HPE lessons by bringing a hat to wear for
HPE, applying sunscreen and bringing their own
water bottle to lessons.

Sports Uniform

Parents/carers are reminded that the sports uniform
and hats are required for practical HPE lessons.
Please refer to pages 17-20 of the student diary for
the school uniform policy. | can assure you that all
HPE teachers will be enforcing this policy. Please
assist us by having your students wear the correct
sports uniform for practical HPE lessons.

If you have any queries about the HPE program
please contact me at school.

Regards
Steve Mills,
HPE HOD

Scr am R epor t

Scram Coordinator:

Deanne Kertesz

dkertl@eg.edu.au
SCRAM News

Welcome all to another year of SCRAM. We are well
and truly underway with a big term ahead of us with
lots of new and exciting activities.

A huge congratulations and thank you goes to all
students who followed the new procedures of signing
on to the sports and production activities. At the
moment we are in the middle of students signing up for
the other activities and | would like to thank both
parents/carers and students for their patience and co-
operation as | realise that the deadlines may have
been tight. So far sign ups are going smoothly.

Wl. 11, No. 1, 6 February 2009

Maths News

Hello everyone, my name is DarrenTeale and | am the
new Head of Department for Mathematics. When you
return to school after a leave of absence, you
appreciate fully some of the great facilities Centenary
SHS has for the students. This year will see the
revitalisation of the GS Block as new computers will
be installed in the Computer Lab and student access to
computers will be increased with two new ICT
learning pods being installed.

Also on the computer front we will be looking to have
student assignments and associated materials
available to them through the Learning Place. This
initiative will allow students and parents/carers to
access their material at home as well as at school.

Graphic Calculators

Graphic calculators have sold out at the moment. If
parents/carers would like to order the calculators
through the school, can they please place an order
and pay a $50 deposit by February 20. The remaining
balance of $105 can be paid when the calculators
arrive. The students will not be disadvantaged by not
having them during the first six weeks of Maths B/C.

QCE

Year 12 students are reminded that they must pass at
least one semester of a mathematics subject to be
eligible to receive a Queensland Certificate of
Education at the end of Year 12. Over the coming
weeks | will be visiting those students who have not
yet met this requirement to discuss a plan of action
with you to achieve this goal.

Homework

| cannot emphasize enough the importance of
completing homework and assignments to improve
success in mathematics.

Students in the senior school should be completing
two to three hours a week of home study. By this |
mean not just set homework but also reviewing the
work done during the lesson. Studentsin Years 8 to
10 should be completing one to two hours of home
study a week depending on the year level and the
level of mathematics studied.

Tutorials

The Science and Mathematics Departments will be
holding joint tutorial sessions every Wednesday
morning in SCO02 commencing at 8.00am. This will start
in Week 3 and allow students access to all the staff
who teach Maths and Science here at Centenary.

Until next time
Yours in mathematics
Darren Teale
Mathematics A/HOD

Week 2 saw students in their chosen activity for the
meet and greet lesson, and in Week 3 students will
commence their activities. May | remind students that
they must remain in their chosen activity for the term
and reselection for next term’s activities will be toward
the end of Term 1.

Hope everyone has a great first term!

Deanne Kertesz
SCRAM Coordinator
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Year Le vel Coor

Year 8:Berenice Furlong
Year 9: Jean-Pierre Rossouw

Year 10: Brad Lambert

bfurll@eq.edu.au
jross42@eg.edu.au
blamb37@eqg.edu.au

Year 11: Nicole Heuir
Year 12: Strachan Kosanovic

dinat or s Repor t

nheuil@eq.edu.au
skosal@eg.edu.au
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Year 8 Coordinator News

Welcome to Year 8 2009. I'm Berenice Furlong, the
Year 8 Coordinator and | am looking forward to
working with you to support the educational and
personal development of your student.

Itis my role as the year coordinator to facilitate a link
between school and parents/carers and to monitor the
academic, social and behavioural progress of all Year
8 students. If you have any concerns regarding the
progress of your student, | can be contacted on phone

33734535 or email bfurll@eq.edu.au
First Week

OurYear 8 students have had an exciting and
challenging first week. They have had to cope with
new timetables and school routines, having to find
their way around a very large school and also learn
the names of at least six teachers. They should be
congratulated for an outstanding start to their
secondary education. Well done Year 8s!

During the first week the students enjoyed “spiral”
apples, made stress balls and created chatterboxes.
Thanks to the Support Staff — Dyanne Moxham (School
Nurse) and Inge Alberts (Youth Support) for organising
these activities. Thank you also to Rachael Ryan
(Guidance Officer), Nick Emery (Chaplain) and Year 11
Mentors for assisting on the day. A special mention to
Woolworths Mt Ommaney for providing delicious
apples at a very reasonable price.

Uniform

The Year 8 students should also be congratulated for
their exemplary wearing of the school uniform. The
uniform policy can be found in the student diary
Students are required to wear their formal uniform
everyday except for Wednesday when they wear
their Sports uniform.

Diary

The diary is a valuable tool for the students to become
aware of school policies and requirements. | also
encourage students to use their diary to get organised
—due dates for assessment and upcoming school
events. The diary can also be used as a means of
communication between teachers and parents/carers.
The Year 8 students will have their diaries monitored
on a regular basis to ensure their correct use.

Welcome BBQ/Information Evening

The Year 8 Welcome BBQ and Curriculum Information
night is on Wednesday, February 11 from 5.30pm to
7.00pm. The evening is an opportunity for parents/
carers to meet their student’s HSG Teacher and
specific subject Teachers. It will also enable parents/
carers to meet other members of the Centenary staff
who may play a vital role in the education of your
student.

I look forward to an exciting and rewarding year with
the Year 8s.

Berenice Furlong
Year 8 Coordinator

Year 1 2 Coor dinat or N ews

2009 is the exciting culmination of years of hard work
from students, teachers and parents/carers! | am
really looking forward to working with our students in
their final year of schooling. With the current
economic crisis spiralling around the globe, itis crucial
we prepare our students to become the best possible
job or tertiary studies applicants as possible. Students
must come to school ready to work very hard - it will
pay off!

This year our school will provide Core Skills Test
preparation, leadership skills and strategies in harm
minimisation, organisation and study techniques.
These will be delivered through HSG lessons and in
the Senior Pathways Program that will be taught on
Wednesdays in Lesson 4 (Term 2 and 3 only). All of
these activities are designed to ensure that every
student in Year 12 will be able to further develop their
potential and achieve more than they thought was
possible.

The senior jerseys will be arriving soon and the Year
12s deserve a big rap for doing the right thing with
payment and organisation last year. This means that
they will receive their jerseys much earlier than
previous years, a good reward for a good effort.
Those students who missed out (or who are new
enrolments) can order a jersey from me over the next
two weeks (cut off date will be February 16). I'd ask
parents/carers to support me by ensuring their
students wear the jersey and the rest of their uniform
appropriately - particularly with non-uniform shirts
NOT being worn underneath jerseys.

Further on the topic of parent/carer support, I'd also
ask that you check to see if your student has
registered with the school if they are driving them-
selves in a car to Centenary High. This needs to
happen if they are driving to and from the school,
particularly if they are giving lifts to friends and/or
family members. There were issues last year with
students leaving in other students* cars during the
school day - like you | am terrified about what can
happen on the road with our younger drivers behind
the wheel. It goes without saying that we want our
students to remain safe and this means we need to all
work together to make sure they are complying with
the school (and road) rules. Aword from you on this
issue will hopefully mean that we have all of our
student drivers doing the right thing. Although, the
thought of some of our students having a licence is
enough to get me on to public transport!

As always if there is an issue | can help with please
feel free to contact me. Here's to a memorable 2009!

Strachan Kosanovic
Year 12 Coordinator
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Sports Director’'s Report

Sports Director:
Simon Wright

House Coordinators:

swrigf9@eq.edu.au Curragundi: Jess Porter
Jarup: Melanie Osborne
Moolanda: Sharren Warren
Yallambee: Patrick Griffin

jportl06@eqg.edu.au
mwentl@eg.edu.au
swarr75@eg.edu.au

parifl9@eq.edu.au

SPORTS DIRECTORS
REPORT

Welcome to a new year of sport at Centenary SHS.
My name is Simon Wright and | will be the Sport
Director at the school this year. The following
provides some general information about the way
sport operates at Centenary SHS for the benefit of
new families, and also some information about
upcoming events.

Sports Calendar 2009

In the downloads section of the school website you
will find the latest version of the Centenary SHS 2009
Sporting Calendar. This will be updated regularly as
the school is notified of new events. If you have a
student who is into sport and wishes to be part of
sport at Centenary SHS, can | encourage you to
download that calendar, highlight events your student
would like to participate in and then stick it on the
fridge? That way you can always see what is coming
up in relation to sport at the school.

Sporting Pathways at Centenary SHS

There are many opportunities for students to become
involved in sport here at Centenary SHS. They are:

(a) School Carnivals — Centenary SHS runs
Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics carnivals
annually. During these carnivals, students from
all age groups can compete in their houses for
points that go toward the Champion House Shield,
can compete to become age champion and also to
gain selection in the school teams to go to district
carnivals. To particip ate in the school carnivals,
students will need to act on the information
provided to them by the Sports Director and
House Coordinators prior to each carnival.

(b) Cluster Days — Cluster days provide students
with the opportunity to gain selection in district,
regional, state, and even national teams, in a wide
range of sports. The first step in this process is
trials for the West Brisbane District Team.
Students will be invited to attend trials after
school to try and gain selection in the district
team. If successful, they then go to regional trials
where they trial for selection in a Met West
Regional team. If selected in the Regional team
they can go on to State and National Trials. All
common sports are catered for in this pathway,
however the age groups are (usually) Open and
Year 10 (and under), effectively meaning that
younger students face very tough competition to
get selected into these teams.

Regional Cluster Day #1 is on the week beginning
Monday, February 2 and sports on offer are:
Softball, Baseball, Tennis, Touch and Volleyball.
As per the calendar, the trials for the West
Brisbane Teams occurred in the week/s prior to
this date. If students wish to trial at these cluster
days, they need to nominate with the Sports
Director when the trials are advertised.

(c) Specific Sports Squads — Throughout the year
there will be a number of sports that the school
enters competition for. These include sports such
as Futsal, Netball, Hockey, AFL, Rugby, Rugby
League, Volleyball and Soccer. For students to
get into these squads, they need to act on
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information given by the Sports Director and by
coaches. Trials will be required for these teams.
If selected in these squads, students usually
compete outside of school time and there is
usually a cost involved. Some of these cater for a
wide range of age groups, which sometimes
means we can enter teams from all age groups.

(d) Years 8 & 9 District Finals Days — These are one-
day round robin carnivals (with a variety of sports
on offer), where our teams will be competing
against other high schools in the West Brisbane
District to become the district champions. The
sports days occur twice a year, one in summer
season and the other in winter season. To get the
strongest possible teams, trials will be held in
each of the sports in the weeks leading up to the
event. This is a great opportunity for our younger
students, so please encourage your student to try
out for ateam. Again students need to listen and
act on the information given by the Sports Director
in order to try out for a team.

(e) WednesdayAfternoon Sport— Years 8to 10
students will have the opportunity to participate in
two levels of organised sport. In Term 1, squad
training will be offered in Futsal, Rugby League
and Volleyball. The emphasis of squad training is
the development of skills in preparation for various
competitions. Squad training is for those students
who are serious about participating in competition.
The other option students have is recreational
sport. Students who choose the recreational
option have the opportunity to participate in
various organised sports with an emphasis on full
participation and enjoyment.

(f) Come and Try It — Asocial opportunity during lunch
breaks for students to try a range of sports that
they may never have experienced before. These
days will be advertised in daily notices.

These pathways exist in an attempt to provide a wide
range of sporting options for those students interested
in sport. If you would like further information about
any of these, please contact me at school.

UPCOMING EVENTS

1. Swimming Age Championship s and Year 8
Carnival

The school swimming carnival will be held at the
Jindalee Pool on Thursday, February 12, from
9.30am — 2.40pm. All Year 8 students, as well as
nominated swimmers from other year levels, will
attend the carnival. All other students will remain
at school and attend normal classes. The
Swimming Carnival gives students the opportunity
to participate in competitive events, break school
records, become age champion and earn a place
in the school team to compete at the District
Swimming Carnival. All results of the school
carnival, including Age Champions and Champion
House will be reported in the next newsletter.
Parents and community members are invited to
come along for the day and support our carnival.
Information letters will be sent home with students
during Week 2 of Term 1.

2. District and Regional Swimming -

Following our School Swimming Carnival, selected
students will have the opportunity to attend the
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District (Friday, February 20) and Regional
(Wednesday, March 4) Swimming Carnivals.
Successful swimmers at our school carnival will
be selected in the school team to compete at the
district carnival and attempt to become the district
champion school. To attend the Regional Carnival
students will need to nominate and meet certain
qualifying times. Nominations will need to include
verifiable times from school or district carnivals,
or club level. Nomination packs will be available
to students closer to the date of the carnival.
Please note therefore, that a placing in arace at
the school and district carnivals no longer
automatically qualify students for the Regional
carnival — the only way students can attend that
carnival is by following the nomination process.

District Cluster Day T rials

During Weeks 2 and 3 of Term 1, there will be
district trials for Softball, Baseball, Tennis, Touch
and Volleyball. These will usually occur after
school at other local high schools. Students will
trial for selection in the district team. If they are
successful they will then proceed to the Regional
Cluster day onThursday, February 19.

During Weeks 5 and 6 there will be district trials in
the sports of Aussie Rules, Hockey, Netball,

Rugby League, Squash, Golf and Soccer.

Students will be given information about specific
dates, times and venues as it becomes available.
They will receive this information through notices,
the sports noticeboard and assembly. Please
note that students will need to make their own
travel arrangements to these trials.

Sun Responsibility

With the hot weather upon us, | would like to ask all
parents to encourage students to take a responsible
approach to their sun safety. Each week, in addition
to the sporting opportunities outlined above, students
study HPE for 2 x 70 minute practical lessons that
often require them to be in the sun. All Sport and HPE
teachers model a responsible approach by wearing
hats and applying sunscreen. Each teacher also has
a supply of sunscreen that they take to every outdoor
class and make available to students. | ask all parents/
carers to encourage their students to take advantage
of the measures we provide and to play a greater role
in their own responsible approach to sun safety.

Please contact me if you would like to discuss any
issues in relation to sport.

Regards
Simon Wright
Sports Director

MOND AY, FEBRUARY 16

Student Investiture Ceremony
9am, Sport & Recreation Centre
Centenary State High School
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Community Announcements / P

aid A dv er tisements

Club Sign ons

Centenary Physical Culture Dance Club
Phone Kim Errington 0411 700 650

Centenary Stormers Soccer Club

Juniors, Mens, Womens and Over 35s welcome Club at
Atthows Park, Westcombe S, Darra
Phone Alan Wilkins 0407 038 565

Goodna & District Junior Rugby League Football Club

All registrations include one free parent membership. U6s
to Open. Fees: $80 per child.

Phone Sera Tiaaleaiga, Registrar 0434 402 061 or
Robynne Hollands, Assist. Registrar 0424 156 272

Red Hot Rhythm T ap Dance Classes

Classes for kids and adults of all ages. First class just $1.
Phone Bill 0416 757 329 or check out
www.redhotrhythm.com.au

Triple B Program, W est Brisbane Beginner Basketball

Held Tuesdays, 4-5pm, Centenary SHS, Starts February
10. Email westbrisbanebasketball@hotmail.com or check
outwww.westbrisbane.basketball.net.au

Sustt ainable Jambor ee
“Telling the TFuth Rlm”
Held at
Mt Ommaney Library meeting room,
Saturday 21 Ebruary 2009,
1.30-2.30pm. Places Limited. RSVP
Ngaire 3375 7268 or email
ngaire@sustainablejamboree.org
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