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Wednesday, 26 March
KAPS & MAPS Maths Exams
Saturday, 29 March
EAC Family Challenge Da y
Tuesday, 1 April
Years 10-12 QCE Info Night (5:30pm)
Year 8 and 9 District Sports Da y
Thursday, 3 April
Legal Studies Excursion to Police
Museum
Friday, 4 April
EAC Youth Group Activit 'y
Term 2
Monday, 14 April
- L Pupil Free Day
~—— - ’ Wednesday, 16 April
UQ Science Engineering
Thursday, 17 April
Ancient History Excursion to UQ
Challenge Wnners Friday, 16 Apr
TAFE (QId) T alks to Y ears 10-12
Saturday & Sunday, 19-20 April
FAME Bump In
Monday, 21 April
ANZAC Day Ceremony
FAME Dress R ehearsal
Tuesday, 22 April
FAME Matinee P erformance 2pm
FAME Evening P erformance 7pm
QUT Talk to Y ears 10-12
Regional Sports Cluster Day
Wednesday, 23 April
FAME Evening P erformance 6pm & 8pm
Thursday, 24 April
Friday Timetable
Friday, 25 April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday

NEXT P & C MEETING
P&C Meeting

Wednesday 16 April
7:30pm, Resource Centre
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From the Principal
Excellent student results ...

We have just received statewide result data for our

Year 12s of 2007. This data compares the mean

(average) results for Year 12 Centenary SHS students

to those of all Year 12s in Private and State Schools in

2007.

The news is positive:

" 26 of 30 subjects were above the State mean

" Additionally, 13 subjects from 2007 were ‘flagged’
as being significantly above the State mean:
Accounting (the third year in a row), Chemistry,
Drama, Economics, English, Home Economics, Legal
Studies, Maths B, Multi-Strand Science, Music
Extension, Physical Education (fourth year in a row)
and Visual Arts (fifth year in a row).

It's probably worth mentioning in relation to student
results that the Semester Two (2007) results for
Years 8 to 11 were also something to be proud of:
" Year 8-89% A, B or C grades

" Year 9-85%A, B or C grades

" Year 10-82% A, B or C grades

" Year 11 -83% A, B or C grades

These results are a credit to individual students
working hard to achieve their best, effective teaching,
good programs and active family support.

Academic achievement continues to be the focus of
our school.

Our strong classroom climate is being complemented

by a range of innovations:

" The CLASS Gifted and Talented Team

" The PEP (Pursuit of Excellence) Program

" Our active University links with University of
Queensland, Queensland University of Technology
and the University of Southern Queensland

" Increased and improved VET (Vocational Education
and Training) opportunities

" Our refreshed Years 8 to 10 curriculum which is
providing 12 month subjects which allow greater
rigour and depth

QId Curriculum Assessment and Reporting
Framework (QCARF)

Abrand new statewide Curriculum Years 1 to 9
Framework is now in place to guide school curriculum,
pedagogy, assessment and reporting.

The Centenary SHS refreshed curriculum model has
been designed to align to the QCAR Framework.

Queensland students need to have the knowledge,
skills and capabilities to contribute to the social,
economic and cultural life of the community. The QCAR
Framework provides school communities with
direction and resources to help improve learning.

The Framework:

" defines what is essential for students to be given
opportunities to learn

" supports teachers’ assessment practices

" provides advice to schools on reporting to parents/
carers

" helps parents/carers understand what their child
knows and can do

The Queensland Studies Authority (QSA) has

developed the QCAR Framework in partnership with
the State, Catholic and Independent Schooling sectors.
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Schools from all sectors and from across Queensland
have worked with the QSA to refine and trial QCAR
Framework materials.

The QCAR Framework has three main elements:

" Essential Learnings

" Standards

" Queensland Comparable Assessment Tasks
(QCATSs)

Essential Learnings

The Essential Learnings are clear statements of what
is important for all students to know, understand and
be able to do by the end of Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. They
describe the key concepts, facts, procedures and
ways of working that students need for ongoing
learning, social and personal competence, and
participation in a democractic society. The Essential
Learnings represent the part of the curriculum that is
to be common across all Queensland schools. Parents/
carers can be confident that a core curriculum will be
offered in all schools.

Standards

Standards for the Essential Learnings are the basis for

judging how well students have demonstrated what

they know, understand and can do. They provide a

common language that teachers can use to:

" build a shared understanding of the qualities of
student work

" communicate student achievement to students and
parents/carers

The Standards are written using a five-point scale and
are the same for all key learning areas (KLAs). Over
time, parents/carers, students and teachers will
become familiar with the Standards.

QCATs

Once a year, students in Years 4, 6 and 9 will
complete Queensland Comparable Assessment Tasks
(QCATs) in English, Maths and Science. These are
performance-based tasks - not tests - implemented
and marked by the classroom teacher. Parents/carers
will receive a report from participating schools on their
child’s achievement and will be able to see how their
child has performed on a task that other students in
the year level have also completed. Schools will be
able to use the results of these tasks to guide future
planning and teaching. The QCATs are designed to
help teachers and schools work towards consistency
of teacher judgments.

Centenary SHS will implement a Year 9 Science QCAT
in 2008.
Year 10 and Beyond

Anew statewide Years 10 to 12 Curriculum Model is
currently being developed. This model could be ready
for implementation in three years.

More details relating to the QId Curriculum is available
on the Qld Studies Authority website,
www.gsa.qld.edu.au

Next Step 2008

The Queensland Government will again be conducting
its annual statewide destination survey of all students
who completed Year 12, or equivalent, in 2007. The
Next Step survey is a brief confidential survey that
aims to gain a comprehensive picture of the
employment, study and life choices made by
Queensland school leavers.
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QCE
Information
Session
for Years
10, 11 and 12

Tuesday
1 April

5:30-6:30pm

Parent/Teacher
Interviews

Wednesday
30 April
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Any person who completed Year 12, or equivalent,
last year can expect to receive a telephone call or a
paper-based survey by mail, between March and May
2008. Please encourage them to take part. If their
contact details have changed, please assist the
interviewer with their updated details or forward the
survey to their new address so they can participate in
the survey. Thank you for your support of the Next
Step Survey in 2008.

For more information, visit www.education.gld.gov.au/
nextstep/ or telephone toll free on 1800 068 587.

IWD 2008

Thanks to the parents and carers who attended the
wonderful International Women'’s Day Breakfast on
Friday, March 7. This was simply an outstanding
school event with some wonderful performances and
speeches raising the emotional barometer!

My thanks to Ms Nicole Heuir and her support team for
the organisation of the event. Thanks also to Ms Jenny
Haddrell, Mrs Joanne Robertson, Ms Sterling, Miss Wei
June Ngo and Miss Jaycee Duffy for their wonderful
speeches. Lastly, thanks to Tahlia Holt, Samantha
Graham and Kiris Yates for their professional musical
performances.

We look forward to the IWD Breakfast becoming a
tradition at Centenary SHS.

Year 12 Coordinator Change

Ms Sharni Milligan will be on leave during Terms 2 and
3. Replacing Ms Milligan in the Year 12 Coordinator
position will be Ms Margaret Ferguson. We wish her all
the best for some great moments with the Class of
2008!

Richard Morrison
Principal

From the Deputy Principals

As we move toward the business end of the term it is
important for students to focus on completing
assignments, meeting deadlines and revising work for
a number of important tests.

Interim Reporting

After the Easter Break and as the term comes to an
end, parents and carers will receive their students’
interim reports. They will be posted at close of
business on Friday, 4 April.

Parents and Carers please note that the end of term is
Friday, 4 April, not the Easter break and that school will
resume on Tuesday, April 15 after the pupil free day
for staff on Monday, 14 April.

Parent Teacher Interviews

When you receive your student’s interim report, you
will also receive a booking sheet for Parent/Teacher

Night which is on Wednesday, 30 April. These
interviews offer parents and teachers the opportunity
to work together to assist students to achieve the best
possible outcomes and are very popular. We encour-
age you to request your students to make contact with
their teachers and arrange suitable times for you.

The Interviews will be held in the GS(General Studies)
Block at the top of the school from 3.30pm.

QCE Update

An invitation is extended to all parents/carers of Years
10,11 and 12 students to attend a briefing on the latest
information regarding the Queensland Certificate of
Education that will be issued this year to our current
Year 12 students. Our Guidance Counsellor, Julie
Hammer will present this on Tuesday, 1 April from 5.30
—6.30pmin CPAC. Parents of the current Year 12
students will have the opportunity to discuss their
individual student’s progress towards the QCE with
the Deputy Principal and Guidance Counsellor at the
Parent/Teacher evening.

Bus Transport

Itis evident that bus departures from the bus
turnaround area after school are becoming more
efficient and the cooperation we are receiving from
our students and the bus companies has been terrific.
Well done all.

Immunisations

The Brisbane City Council carried out the first
immunisations for HPV for Years 8, 9 and 10 girls on
Monday, 10 March. Some students were unable to
have the immunisation. If you wish to use the
immunisation services of the BCC, they have several
venues. Indooroopilly, Forest Lake, and Corinda are
the closest venues to Centenary SHS. Please contact
the BCC for this information and the times they are
available at these venues. This information is also
being displayed on Staffroom Noticeboards around the
school.

Ann-Marie Kelly, Sallyann Griffith & Vicki
Clarke

Deputy Principals

From the Business Services
Manager
Good Luck and All the Best

Amy Komer, from our Administration Office, is
travelling to Perth this week to participate in a selection
process for the national hockey squad. From this
squad, a team will be announced for Beijing in June-
July. Good luck Amy, we wish you well.

Charmaine Macaulay
Business Service Manager

UQ SCIENCE & ENGINEERING CHALLENGE

On 6 March, our school entered a team of 20 Year 10 students for the annual University of Queensland
Science and Engineering Challenge. Throughout the day the students, in eight different teams, competed
against other schools including St Peter’s Lutheran, Mt Alvernia College, All Hallows and Marist College
Ashgrove.

Students had to design, build and test various models using simple equipment (remote control helium airships
and hovercraft; propeller driven train), or solve real-life problems given basic information (deciphering secret
messages; schedule the recording, marketing and production of several CDs; wire up a small town to power

generators).

Two trophies were awarded to CSHS: the ‘Mars buggie’ design (designed to negotiate impossibly rough terrain
on Mars) and the all-important balsa-wood bridge (designed to support a heavy moving load over a 90cm gap).
This year CSHS slotted into an impressive second (behind Kedron SHS), maintaining a record of steady
improvement!

Apart from testing their skills at thinking through problem situations and overcoming various obstacles, the
students excelled at their team spirit. Well done to all those participating!
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Student Support Services

Guidance Counsellors:

Julie Hammer
Angela Kristenson

Education Adjustment Centre:

Diane Porrill ( HOSES)

Micah Doran (ESL Program)

Chaplain:
jhamm26@eq.edu.au Nick Emery nemers@eg.edu.au
akris16@eq.edu.au School Nurse:
Dyanne Moxham admin@centenaryshs.eg.edu.au
dporr3@eq.edu.au Student Behaviour Support
mdoro2@eq.edu.au Simon Wright swrig69@eq.edu.au

Guidance News

Challenges in Australian Education —
Opportunity , Equity and Social Background

Recently | attended the Queensland Studies Authority
Senior Schooling Conference. The theme of the
conference was “high quality — high equity — getting
the balance right!” Professor Barry McGaw AO
(recently appointed Chair of the Australian
Government's new National Curriculum Board and one
of the keynote speakers) spoke of the results of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) assessment of students across
OECD countries. Essentially he said that Australian
students are performing well above average in the
OECD countries but that there is some concern about
the difference in the achievements of our highest and
lowest performing students. One statistic that | found
confronting was that the OCED research, based on
the achievement of Australian students, showed
evidence that “70 per cent of the variation among
schools in Australia can be accounted for in terms of
differences in the social backgrounds of the students
they enrol.” This result was similar for schools in the
UK, US, Germany and NZ. Interestingly countries such
as Finland, Canada, Korea and Japan have both “high
quality and high equity” education. This means that
educational achievement was not linked similarly to
social background in the case of Finland, Canada,
Korea and Japan. Professor McGaw challenged
educators to look at the results of this research and
address the factors that influence poor educational
performance among students whose social back-
ground does not provide strong support for learning.
Essentially his address also stressed that education
had substantial benefits not only for our nation but
also for individuals i.e. education pays off for the
individual in higher employment rates, higher average
earnings, etc. Dr Chris Sarra (Director of the
Indigenous Education Leadership Institute), another
keynote speaker, also addressed some of the issues
raised by Dr McGaw in relation to educational
outcomes for indigenous students.

The Local Situation

This conference was inspiring and thought provoking
and reminded me of how important it is that we, as
parents and as educators, keep working together to
support quality educational outcomes for all of our
students. In Queensland, students must stay at school
until they turn 16 years of age or they finish Year 10.
This is followed by a compulsory participation phase
of learning where young people are required to be
either “learning or earning”. Essentially students need
to stay at school (or other educational alternative) until
they turn 17 years or age, complete a Certificate Il
attain the Queensland Cetrtificate of Education (QCE)
or be engaged in work (over 25 hours per week). In
very rare circumstances some students need to leave
school before they finish Year 10 or turn 16 years of
age — there are processes that need to be followed if
this occurs. In the next phase of learning, the
compulsory participation phase, there are a number of
choices for students. Most students choose to
continue with their education at school. However this
is not the only option. Some students prefer to begin
their work life full time and/or continue their education
through a Vocational Education and Training (VET)
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program — often at TAFE or through an apprenticeship
or traineeship. Often VET can be combined with a
school program. All young people need help from their
families and from school personnel to help them make
decisions that support their education. | believe our
Centenary community is advantaged for a number of
reasons. Primarily our school is in a community that is
very involved in the education of their students, our
parents and carers are active in supporting both their
students and the school in the educational process,
we have a committed school staff and the school
facilities are excellent. This means that our students
are in a very good position to succeed. From this
position students also then have access to a broad
range of continuing education options. We are
physically located close to TAFE campuses from
SkillsTech Australia, Bremer, Metropolitan South,
Brisbane North & Southbank TAFE Institutions.
Universities close by include campuses from
University of Queensland (UQ) (St Lucia & Ipswich),
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) (Gardens
Point & Kelvin Grove), Griffith University (Mt Gravatt
and Nathan Campuses as well as the Queensland
College of Art and the Queensland Conservatorium of
Music) and University of Southern Queensland (USQ)
(Springfield). Many distance education and open
learning options are also available. Clearly we live ina
community where education is not only valued, it is
also often available locally. We are in a situation which
would be the envy of many families in Queensland.

Helping our Students through the
Dissemination of Information

However, in saying the above — there is no point
having all of the alternatives if students remain
unaware of their options. Informing students about
these educational and vocational options is an on-
going process that we are seeking to improve.
Essentially information is disseminated to students
through morning notices in House Support Group. We
have found that this is not an effective means of
communication to students on these matters.
Feedback from students has indicated that they would
like personal emails to alert them to relevant
information. Over the next few weeks, we will be
introducing an email system to support dissemination
of information to Years 10, 11 and 12 students. We
will not be continuing the morning notices for
educational and vocational information. For students
who do not have access to an email account we will
publish all of the information on the Guidance and
Senior Schooling Noticeboard (outside Guidance). To
ensure student privacy in regard to personal emails
we are setting up a system, through Education
Queensland, where students’ personal emails are kept
private and will not be disclosed to other students. We
welcome feedback about this initiative.

Guidance Personnel

Please note that enquiries in regard to Years 11 and 12
students plus Year 10 boys should be directed to Julie
Hammer. Enquiries in regard to Years 8 and 9 students
plus Year 10 girls should be directed to Angela
Kristenson. Angela is acting for Sandy Smith who is
currently Acting Senior Guidance Officer at the
Disability Services Support Unit. All enquiries should
be directed to Julie and Angela through the office staff
on 3373 4555. Please indicate the urgency of your
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call. Every effort will be made to return your phone
call as quickly as possible.

A Reminder Please

If you have information about your student that you
would like shared with classroom teachers, it is very
important that you contact us as soon as possible so
that we can get the information out. This information
needs to be renewed each year to ensure that
information is up-to-date and relevant.

Julie Hammer
Guidance Officer

FROM THE EDUC ATION
ADJUSTMENT CENTRE

The year is off to a flying start for both students and
staff. Afull program has been set in place with
excursions, Youth Group, camps and information
sessions so we certainly have our work cut out for us
this year.

Staffing News

Estee Lee now has her time divided between
support teacher at the EAC (0.6) and learning
support (0.4)

" We welcome Marika Colless who joins us as one of
our learning support staff

" Liz Osmet has been appointed as a fourth Learning
Support Teacher and

" Micah Doran has transferred to the English/SOSE
staffroom to allow better communication between
the ESL and English Departments

Our ECC Program

Our Expanded Core Curriculum program (ECC) is in full
swing and students have begun improving their
bowling skills through weekly excursions to Richlands
Bowl. Itis very gratifying to see the support and
encouragement given by the students to each other
during these games and they are to be congratulated
on their excellent sportsmanship. Excursions into the
community continue this year (Maritime Museum,
Bushwalks, Farm visits, Australia Zoo but to mention a
few), as does our EAC Youth Group.

Youth Group

Ouir first Youth Group was held last Friday night with
an attendance of ten students who had a great time at
the sausage sizzle and games evening. We would
really encourage our students to attend Youth Group
and it is the perfect opportunity to socialize with their
peers and have areally good time. With a fast-food
crawl, movies, bowling, the EKKA and fishing on the
program, it promises to be a fun time for both students
and staff. So EAC parents, if your student is not
already attending, please think seriously about all the
positives that can be gained from their joining in these
activities. We do the planning and organizing, so all
they need to do is come along and join in the fun!

Years 9-12 Camp

On the subject of fun, our Years 9 to 12 students and
staff went on camp at the Maroochy River Caravan
Park from 17-20 March. The Year 8s will be going on
camp at the end of the year so they will not miss out
on this great opportunity to mix with their peers in a
fun and relaxed atmosphere.

BSWWEPI Transition Planning Session

On the 10" March we hosted an information afternoon
for the parents of our senior students. It was
organised through Brisbane South West Work
Education Program Inc. and covered “Disability and
Disclosure” which advises parents on how to best
assist their students prepare for transition to work or
further education after school. We had an excellent
attendance from our parents who were certainly
grateful for the opportunity to hear what lies ahead for

them and their students. Our thanks go to BSWWEPI
who will be coming out again in the near future to
speak to our students about what assistance is
available to them in the future.

Diane Porrill
HOSES

Welcome

The Educational Adjustment Centre staff warmly
welcomes Marika Colless and Liz Osment, our “hew”
learning support teachers. Marika graduated from the
Queensland University of Technology, while Liz
graduated from Griffith University, both with a
Bachelor of Education degree. Liz and Marika share
special interests in students with learning difficulties,
issues in indigenous education and students for whom
English is a second language.

We trust that Marika and Liz will enjoy their time at
Centenary and quickly feel at home as part of our
Learning Support Team.

Should you wish to contact any member of the
Learning Support Team, please phone 3373 4548, our
directline.

Jenny Ivett-Hawes
Learning Support Teacher

FROM THE C HAPL AIN

My story is that in all honesty, growing up, | never
thought for a second that | would one day become a
high school chaplain. | knew, and was friends with
several chaplains but just never saw that as a
direction for me. Now, it is the strongest direction | see
for my life.

| guess my point is that life is a rollercoaster of a
journey and more often than not, there are significant
moments along that journey, where someone or
something directs you towards a hidden but
rewarding goal.

| believe there is always a purpose behind our
experiences; just like in a rollercoaster where the
chain pulls you uphill so that you have enough
momentum to last you around the track.

I’'m sure school sometimes can feel like an uphill
journey for all of us — staff, students, parents and
families. But it's not without its purpose, and there are
always friends around to help you manage the fear
and anxiety, as well as excitement, of the ride.

In a school community, there are scores of friends to
help us through. For students, they have a large
number of peers to lean on and confide in for the
journey. Sometimes though, a more experienced hand
is required. Someone who has survived the uphill
climb and is now enjoying the rewards of the other
side.

That is why | love the strength and endurance of the
school community where students, families, admin and
teaching staff, guidance and chaplaincy can all exist
together to create a network of support and care to
bring some light and hope to those still struggling up
the hill, yet to see the other side.

| have found that the reward of the other side is
always closer than you think!

To all, have a great end to term 1!
Nick Emery
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Fr omt he Faculties

Applied T echnology : Mike Tobin mtobié@eq.edu.au Humanities : Beryl McLachlan bmclal0@eq.edu.au
Arts : Dale Partridge dpart7@eqg.edu.au Maths : Adam Firman afirml@eg.edu.au
Business T echnology : Janelle Przybylo jprzyl@eg.edu.au Management T echnology : Daniel Mabb ~ dmabbl@eq.edu.au
English/LOTE : Anne-Marie Price apric20@eg.edu.au Science : Debra Smith dsmit145@eg.edu.au
HPE: Steve Mills smill103@eg.edu.au Senior Schooling : Nicole Heuir nheuil@eg.edu.au

The music camp
is always a
highlight ...

Ins tr ument al Music Cam p Repor tt

From 3-7 March, more than 200 students from the school instrumental and choral program attended five days of
camp at Mt Tamborine. The concert band, string orchestra and part of the choir went on Monday to Wednesday, with
the symphonic band, stage band, chamber strings and the remaining choir members joining them from Wednesday
and staying until Friday.

The camp was extremely hard work for all involved, with rehearsals starting at 8.30am most mornings, going through
til 8pm at night, with only a few breaks in between. All ensembles improved greatly from the intense rehearsal
process, exceeding the expectations of both the teachers and students. There was also a lot of fun along the way,
including movies, trivia challenges and football.

On Friday evening, a concert was held by the stage band, symphonic band, and chamber strings performing for
family and friends which was a great success. The concert was the icing on the cake to a fantastic camp, felt by
many to be the best camp that we have ever had.

Thank you to all of the students involved for their hard work, dedication and fantastic behaviour; you did Centenary
proud. Thanks also to the teachers who gave up their own time: Mr Zorzetto and Mrs Harvey who went for the
whole week, Mr Partridge, Mrs O'Brien, Mr Lougheed, Mr Stiller, Mrs Colless and Mr Watkins. We look forward to
another great camp next year.

Mark Watkins

Cultural Coordinator

 —
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ARTS Faculty N ews

Excursions

It's back to normal after a week away at camp for the
choral and instrumental music students. The music camp
is always a highlight and this year was no exception
with students working up to eight hours a day
immersing themselves in the repertoire for FANFARE
later in the year as well as preparing for FAME The
Musical coming soon. Well done guys - a great effort.
The senior ensembles gave a wonderful impromptu
concert on their return on Friday.

All of our Year 10-12 Art students were fortunate
enough to see the Andy Warhol exhibition at GOMA
recently and are now applying their new found
appreciation toward their Art Studies.

The Year 11 Drama students braved arctic temperatures
in Toowoomba on their recent visit to ‘Shakespeare in
the Park’. Itis now their turn to present a Shakespeare
monologue for assessment.

The Year 11 FTM students have embarked on their three
day camp at Bornhoffen involving a day at Movie World
to set the scene for their upcoming assessment.

FAME

Itis the halfway mark in the rehearsal process for FAME
the Musical and all indications are that it will be a
spectacular feast of music, drama and dance. Tickets
will go on sale on April 14. You will need to be quick as
tickets will be limited to 150 per performance.

Performance times will be 6pm and 8pm on Tuesday,
April 21 and 7pm on April 22. There will also be a
schools matinee on April 22.

Once again congratulations to all students and staff
involved in what has been a busy and very creative
period in the Arts.

Dale Partridge
Arts HOD

ENGLISH F aculty N ews

Schools are unique places and teachers and students
are indeed privileged to be a part of what classrooms
have to offer. In my role as HOD English/LOTE I'm
fortunate to see the best of what happens in our
English, Chinese and German classes at Centenary
SHS. As | reflect on my own education in the 70’s and
80’s - I'm showing my age aren’t1? - I'm reminded of
how much things have changed. While | enjoyed school,
had some spectacular teachers, knowledgeable and
passionate people, | can't say that | really knew them. |
could probably count on one hand the number of open
discussions that took place, ones where | felt
comfortable to voice what | thought, in an environment
that encouraged and appreciated this, and one in which
my teacher revealed part of themself. It just wasn't done
then - but how things have changed for the better.

This week | have been entertained by Mr. Dion Locke’s
discussion in his Senior English class about what it
means to be a teenager in Australian society today,
challenged by my own Year 11 students as they argued
the differences between Generation X and Y -they
really do know their parents - and | marvelled as
students studying Year 10 Chinese shared openly,
honestly and willingly with others in their class, their
own expertise in this language. And this was all in the
day to day business of our school.

This week also saw the first of our writers’ workshops
in the English department. Well-known local author Josie
Montano spoke to all Year 8 students, about life and
writing. It was entertaining and affirming to hear what
we all know-life and family are the best inspiration for
novels . She then undertook some small group intensive
workshops where students came up with a story or
novel concept, wrote their own blurb and opening to a
book. They were impressive and | look forward to
publishing a few in subsequent newsletters. Our Years

9 and 10 students have their workshops coming up in
Terms 2 and 3 with other well-known authors.

At this point, it is also relevant to mention an up and
coming event for Years 10, 11 and 12 students and their
parents. USQ Springfield is presenting a performance of
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet on Friday, 28 March.
Held on the park at the campus, this is a great
opportunity for all to experience the wonder of
Shakespeare, live. Year 10 students all study Romeo
and Juliet, while students in Years 11 & 12 all must
study a Shakespearean play. Bring a blanket, a simple
picnic-type dinner and good cheer. It will be a great
evening’s entertainment and buses will be provided to
and from the venue. Letters will be home shortly, so be
on the lookout. We look forward to seeing many of you
there.

Anne-Marie Price
English/LOTE HOD

HPE Faculty N ews

Smart learning in HPE!

This year the HPE department has acquired two new

Electronic Smartboards (Interactive WhiteBoards) to aid

with the delivery of all of our learning outcomes in HPE.

These have been placed in our HPE classrooms and are

being used in every lesson! They are proving to be a

very useful teaching and learning tool and so far this

year they have been used effectively and efficiently to;

" Project all learning activities onto the screen
Manipulate the activities using the electronic capabili-
ties of the boards

" View several electronic resources at the touch of the
screen

" Enable whole class viewing of internet material
Observe video footage of student performance in a
range of sports

" Observe video footage of expert sportspersons for
comparison purposes

" Enable student presentations to be presented
electronically via the big screen.

The boards have been warmly welcomed by the
students and they have certainly added a new
dimension to the teaching of our HPE lessons. The HPE
staff have received inservice on the use of the boards,
and are continuing to investigate further opportunities to
continue to enhance the delivery of our learning
experiences through the use of the Smartboards.
Exciting times ahead for HPE students and teachers!

Year of Physical Activity

As this is the year of Physical Activity, | would like to
direct you to a website that has been set up by the State
Government to provide a wonderful resource for
Teachers, Students and Parents. The website is
dedicated to information, advice, facts and strategies
that will assist individuals and families in ‘Eating well and
being active’. It has a wealth of information on it that we
can all learn from. If you get the chance, take a look at
this website and then maybe try out a few of the
suggestions there in order to reap the benefits of a
Healthy and Active Lifestyle.

http://www.eatwellbeactive.gld.gov.au/eatwellbeactive/
default.asp
Sports Uniform

Parents are reminded that sports uniform and hats are
required for practical HPE lessons. Please refer to p14-
16 of the student diary for the school uniform policy. |
can ensure you that all HPE teachers will be enforcing
this policy. Please assist us by having your children
wear the correct sports uniform for practical HPE
lessons.

If you have any queries about the HPE program, please
contact me at school.

Steve Mills
HPE HOD

Wl. 10, No. 3, 20 March 2008



MATHS Faculty N ews

Hello everyone, schools are always busy places and
that is certainly the case as we approach the end of
term with all classes just completing assessment or

about to complete assessment.

When | wrote this article, the Year 8s were sitting the
second of two tests. The first test, a couple of weeks
ago, was the assessment task for the term. | have
already had a couple of phone calls from parents about
the difference between KAPS and MAPS so | thought |
would take the opportunity to explain the difference.
KAPS stands for “Knowledge and Procedures” and
MAPS stands for “Modelling and Problem Solving”. The
exam is broken up into two parts; a KAPS section and a
MAPS section. KAPS is the more traditional mathematics
or pure mathematics where the student is asked a direct
guestion (eg calculate the area of this square.) MAPS
guestions put mathematics into a real life context and
develop a student’s problem solving skills (eg students
are given the dimensions of a house and they determine
how much paint is required to paint the roof - still an area
type question but in a real life context).

We introduce these different types of questions in Year
8 as both MAPS and KAPS are separate criteria in senior
mathematics subjects ie Mathematics A, B and C. Some
students take time to adjust to the different format and
often receive a lower mark in MAPS than KAPS. By
introducing the students to this type of assessment
early, it better prepares them for the rigors of senior
mathematics.

The test the Year 8s sat last week is a standardised
literacy and numeracy test prepared by ACER. The data
collected from these tests will be used in conjunction
with Year 7 testing data and assessment results to
determine if any students need support or acceleration.

In Years 8 and 9, we are also trialling a new form of
alternative assessment. Rather than take home
assignments, students will work through a series of four
task centres for which they will write a report. The tasks
are a self contained kit that contains a problem and the
concrete materials needed to complete the investigation
allin one bag. The students undertake one task at a time,
work through the investigation then write a report in
class on what they found and how they solved the
problem. Over the length of a semester, each student will
attempt four of these tasks. The tasks are designed to
develop a student’s mathematical thinking and has also
had significant success in developing the student’s
literacy and numeracy skills.

Year 11 and 12 Exam

On Wednesday, 26 March during Period 4 all senior
mathematics students will complete the MAPS section of
their end of term exam. The exam is compulsory to
attend. Any students that can not attend because of
TAFE or UNI commitments or any other reason need to
see Mr Firman prior to the day. Students who are
enrolled in both Mathematics Aand Mathematics B are to
do the Mathematics B test and make alternative
arrangements with their Mathematics Ateachers to
complete the test at another time. The test will be
conducted in GS block and students will be informed by
their teacher as to which actual room they are to go to.

As we are fast approaching the end of Term break, |
wish all of our Centenary families a safe and happy
holiday.

Problem of the Week

Not a good start to the problem of the week as last
newsletter’s problem had a typo that made the problem
extremely difficult. Last newsletter’s problem asked you
to manipulate the numbers 22, 18, 10 and 3 to end up
with an answer of 5. The answer should have read 6
making the solution: 22 - 10 - (18 divided 3) =6

Again sorry for the frustration. By the way, if anyone
was able to get an answer for 5, can you let me know.
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This week’s Problem

Using all the digits 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 once and only once
to find three equivalent fractions

Adam Firman
Mathematics HOD

SENIOR SC HOOLIN G Faculty
News

There are many pathways available to students in the
Senior Phase (Years 10, 11, 12); growing in popularity
are School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships
(SATs). Centenary State High School has a particular
process in place that supports students in obtaining a
SAT.

Why Particip ate in a SAT?

Students participate in paid work while at school
Fast-Tracked pathway- students are able to begin
their future career early- ie Years 10 and 11

" Some students have employment after school
enabling them to continue with Certificate 1l or
progress to Certificate IV

" If students are part way through an apprenticeship
or traineeship they will receive partial credit towards
their QCE depending on how much they have
completed

" Students are receiving apprenticeship wages earlier
than if they were to start the SBA/ SBT after
completing Year 12

Challenges

Students need to ensure their subjects do not suffer
due to their Apprenticeship/ Traineeship commit-
ments.

" Students must catch up on work missed during their
study lessons in the Resource Centre

" There are not always vacancies in particular
industries- students may have to wait until an
appropriate opportunity arises; Parents can assistin
finding places

Role of Centenary State High School

CSHS will recognise that a student is participating in
a SAT only after signup and once a copy of all
relevant paperwork has been received. After this
timetables etc. will be looked at to develop a learning
plan that is suitable for each individual student

" Arepresentative of Centenary, usually the HOD
Senior Schooling is one of the parties required to
attend the sign up. The employer is responsible for
organising a National Apprenticeship Centre (NAC)
who will liaise between all parties to organise the
sign up. (Others parties that should be present are
parent/ carer, student, employer, RTO)

" Students operate on a reduced timetable - One day a
week with employer/ company & 4 days at school- 5
subjects plus a study line

" Students receive a Work Log to record missed
school work. They are responsible for letting their
teachers know of their absences and catching up on
work missed. These logs are monitored by their
class teacher (to ensure work is completed) and the
HOD Senior Schooling

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require
further information relating to these or any other Senior
Schooling matters.

Nicole Heuir

Senior Schooling HOD
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Year Le vel Coor
Year 8:Tania Gersekowski

Year 9: Brad Lambert

Year 10: Adrian Homer

tgers2@eq.edu.au
blamb37@eq.edu.au

ahome5@eq.edu.au

Year 11: Strach Kosanovic
Year 12: Sharni Milligan

dinat or s Repor t

skosal@eq.edu.au
smill101@eg.edu.au
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Y.L.C. Y ear 8

As Easter fast approaches it is hard to believe that we
have accomplished so much in eight weeks. The Year 8
students have had an impressive start to the year
considering the hurdles associated with starting a new
school. | am very pleased with how well the majority of
students have handled complying with the uniform policy,
understood their timetables, found all their different
classrooms on time and managed to ‘fit in’ so easily with
Centenary life.

We are in full swing with our House Support Program on
Mondays. The students have been covering lessons on
getting to know the school procedures and policies,
learning to get along with others and developing skills for
protecting themselves against possible harms in our
society. | have had enormous positive feedback from
staff about how interested and committed the Year 8s
are to their new ‘High School Life’.

I'd like to also take this opportunity to thank all parents for
supporting us in the uniform policy, when we work
together there are always positive results. Thank you
also to a number of parents who have contacted me via
phone or email to alert me to any concerns they have. |
appreciate your calls and will always endeavour to help
you resolve the problem immediately or if | can't, direct
you to someone who can.

I wish you and your families a safe and happy end of
Term break.

Tania Gersekowski

YLC. Year1 @

How quickly has the better part of Term 1 passed us by.
During this time it has been pleasing to see so many Year
10 students engaging in their studies. The students
have attended an information session on topics including
the QCE, SET Plan, and available Senior Pathways. | was
very encouraged by the attendance of so many parents
at the same presentation topics on Tuesday evening, 26
February. An opportunity exists for any parent who may
have missed this evening to attend an informal
information evening set down for Tuesday, April 1

from 5.30pm regarding the QCE (QIld Certificate of
Education) presented by Julie Hammer (CSHS Guidance
Officer).

During HSG, students have attended information
sessions regarding Industrial Relations issues with
representatives from The Department of Employment &
Industrial Relations delivering the information. These
presentations were very resourceful and useful in
relation to the student’s Certificate | in Work Education.
As part of the Certificate | in Work Education, students
are required to undertake 40 hours of Structured
Workplace Learning (SWL). We are now asking for
students to nominate which school term they would like
to undertake their SWL. We are particularly interested in
those students who seek to undertake this program next
term. Paperwork will be coming home soon for students
and parents to complete in order for this process to
move to the next stage. Apprenticeships Queensland will
be responsible for placing the students in their chosen
fields but there is no guarantee students will get exactly
what they want. It is important to select three possible
fields. If you can link your child with a possible employer,
this will be very helpful, and your child will still receive
the same amount of support from Apprenticeships QId.

Before the next Year Level Co-Ordinator report, you will
have received your child’s Term 1 academic report. |

encourage you to discuss your child’s progress with
them, and if you have any questions or concerns and
you seek to clarify this with their teacher, interviews
will take place on Wednesday evening, 30 April,
from 3.30pm.

I hope you have a very restful and enjoyable Term break.
Regards, Adrian Homer

Y.LC. YEAR 1 2

We have such a busy, yet very rewarding start to the
year for our Year 12 students. During the third week of
this term, all OP eligible students plus those students
who are entitled to sit the QCS test, sat for two very full
days of learning about the QCS test. This was facilitated
by Mighty Minds, who taught our Year 12 students ways
in which to manage the QCS test they will sitin
September this year. Whilst the two days were quite
mind-blowing for most students, overall the ‘immersion’
days were very successful. The facilitator from Mighty
Minds gave very positive feedback on how enthusiastic
our students were in learning all the processes and
tricks of the trade for sitting two days of exams. Your
child will also receive very valuable, individualised
feedback from Mighty Minds regarding the two practice
exams they sat during the two days of learning. This
individual feedback will be delivered to students during
their compulsory Year 12 QCS Preparation for the Senior
Pathways Program, lesson four Wednesdays in Terms 2
and 3. Could | also remind you that any student
completing this part of the senior pathways program will
need to purchase a copy of ‘QCS Success’ for this
lesson. The costis $19.95 to be paid at the Office and
students can present their receipt to me to collect their
book. These books are invaluable in ensuring QCS
success.

I would like to also mention at this point a reminder that
students who are not participating in the Year 12 QCS
Preparation lesson on Wednesday during Term 2 and 3
are required to attend a compulsory Senior Pathways
Program lesson with the HOD of Senior Schooling where
they will complete a certificate to go towards their
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).

At this point, | am sure that preparations for the formal
are well underway in booking limousines, hair, make-up
and the hiring of suits. | would like to assure you that
during the beginning of next term, | will be giving out
information to all Year 12 students and parents regarding
formals to help with the preparation and planning. | would
also like to mention at this point that in order for your son/
daughter to be able to attend the formal, all financial
accounts must be settled with the school before
payment for the formal ticket is accepted. If you would
like to set up a payment scheme, please don'’t hesitate to
contact Charmaine Macaulay on 3373 4555. Itis also
understood that the behaviour of our students during
school time for the duration of the year is also playing a
major factor in determining who will be able to attend the
formal. | know that the majority of the cohort are putting
their best foot forward this year and | hope that they can
maintain this for the many months they have in front of
them.

Thank you for your support and encouragement of our
Year 12 students and if | can be of any assistance to
you, please don't hesitate to contact me via email on
smill101@eq.edu.au or by phone on 3376 4555.
Wishing you all a safe holiday during the Term Break.

Sharni Milligan
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Sports Director’'s Report

Sports Director:
Steve Mills

House Coordinators:

smill103@eg.edu.au Curragundi: Jess Porter
Jarup: Melanie Went
Moolanda: Berenice Furlong
Yallambee: Patrick Griffin

jport106@eg.edu.au
mwentl@eqg.edu.au
bfurll@eq.edu.au
parifl9@eg.edu.au

Results since last newsletter

Swimming
District Carnival — Congratulations to the 43
members of the school swimming team who
competed in the District Swimming Carnival, against
the seven other High schools in our district, for the
title of District Swimming Champions. Atthe end of a
gruelling day of races we were awarded the
Percentage Trophy and the overall girls trophy —a
very good result. We came runners up in the overall
champion schools trophy by five points — that is the
equivalent of one sixth placing in a race — it was
very close! Well done to all involved.

" Metropolitan West Regional Swimming Carnival -
Congratulations to Kate Irvine and Grant Irvine who
have both been selected in the Met West Regional
team to swim at the State Championships in April.
Special mention for Grant who set two new
Regional records at the carnival in the 200m
butterfly and 50m butterfly — well done Grant.

Met West Regional Cluster Days

" Results from Regional Cluster Day 2, 11 March:
Congratulations to these students who represented
Centenary SHS in West Brisbane district team, and
were subsequently selected in the Met West
Regional Team to go on and contest State Champion-
ships.
Michelle Sickman — Open Girls Squash
Rebekah Boots — Open Girls Squash
Sally Prowd — Open Girls Hockey
Casey Sear — Open Boys Golf
Kate Irvine — Open Girls Soccer
Krystle Muller — Open Girls Soccer
Nick Cardiff — U15 Boys Rugby League
Jayden Mullholland — U15 Boys Rugby League
Matt Chadwick — U15 Boys Rugby League
Orlando Mapasua - U15 Boys Rugby League

Well done to all of these students and good luck at
the upcoming State Championships.

" Regional Cluster Day 3, 22 April: Sports on offer
for trials are Basketball for Open age Boys and
Girls, and Orienteering for Open age Boys and Girls.
Information on district sports trials (15—-18 April) in
these sports will be posted on the sport centre
notice board as it is received from convenors.

Futsal

Eight Centenary Futsal teams competed in the SE
Queensland Futsal Championships at Logan and
Beenleigh sports centre on Friday, March 7. After an
exhausting day of competition the following results
were obtained:

" The 13 Year boys team convincingly won all four of
their games to advance as group winners.

" The 14 Year boys played an amazing six games in
the day — drawing one and winning five, scoring 47
goals in the process, and also advancing as group
winners.

" Our Year 14 girls also advanced to the finals after
winning a thrilling play-off game against Redcliffe by
three goals to one.
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" Our Year 15 boys also advanced to the finals day
after terrific results against very tough Futsal
schools.

" The Year 16 and Open boys were very unlucky not
to make the finals with only one goal separating the
Open boys from advancing, and the Year 16 boys
extremely unlucky not to go through, having
remained unbeaten all day!

As a result we had five teams that went through to the
finals on Friday, March 14. |look forward to reporting
these results in the next newsletter.

I would like to thank the teachers who have worked
very hard in getting these teams organised — Ms
Przybylo, Mrs Lahey and Mr Greaves. Thank you on
behalf of all the teams.

Rowing

The following report contains details of Year 12
rowing student, Kirsten Adlard’s recent success:

Event: 2008 Australian Rowing Championships
Date: 3-9 March 2008

Place: Sydney International Regatta Course, Penrith
Lakes, NSW

Kirsten Adlard competed in this year’s national titles for
rowing and made the semi-finals in the U19 Girls
Double Scull (rowing with Olivia Brusasco from
Somerville House) and in the U19 Girls Quad Scull
(rowing again with Olivia and with two girls from
Stuartholme). Kirsten’s quad scull missed out on taking
a place in the national final by 0.04 seconds! She also
competed in the Schoolgirls’ Single Scull event and
made the C final which puts her well within the top 20
in Australia. In all she had the hardest program of the
25 athletes from Centenary Rowing Club who made
the national squad, competing in a total of 12 x 2 km
races.

Given that Kirsten is in the lower age group for the
U19 competition (nationals compete in four age
divisions, U17, U19, U23 and Open) not to mention
giving away 20kg in weight and 20cm in height to
some of the massive girls there, she is literally
punching above her weight.

What this report is telling us is that Kirsten is achieving
tremendous success in her rowing — she is now
actually ranked 14" in Australia in single sculls which
means she is right up there with the top rowers in the
whole of Australia! Congratulations Kirsten on your
recent success, all of us at Centenary SHS are very
proud of you. Well done!

Upcoming Events

Year 8 and 9 sports day — Coming up on April 1, the
school will be entering teams in the Year 8 and 9
District Sports Day. This day provides competition for
Year 8 and 9 teams in Volleyball (Boys and Girls),
Softball (Girls), Basketball (Boys and Girls) and Touch
(Boys and Girls), against the seven other schools that
make up our district. Students play a round robin
carnival and the winning team is announced at the end
of the day.

Students have been informed of this on assembly and
in school notices. During week 8 of Term 1, the school
held trials where students tried out for selection in one
of these teams. If selected, students will be given a
note that provides all the details about venues, times,
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buses and costs. The students will be required to
show that note to parents to have it signed, and then
return it to school.

Parents are invited to come along for the day and
watch their children compete.

know how participants went in their competitions. |
encourage all students and parents to advise me of
their results immediately after they have competed.

" Students can see me in Staffroom 4 or results can
be emailed to: smillL03@eq.edu.au

APRIL Sports Calendar & Weekly Sports Report
1 Year 8 & 9 Sports Day —Basketball, Volleyball,
Touch, Softball

15-18 District Trials for Open Boys and Girls
Basketball

22 Regional Cluster day 3
29 School Cross Country at Rocks Riverside Park
Reporting Results

Version 3 of the Centenary SHS Sports Calendar can
now be downloaded from the download section of the
school website. It contains all the latest sporting
events and dates. A new addition to our school
website is the Weekly Sports Report. It can be viewed
by the school website, News and Events Link.

Steve Mills
Sports Director
" To enable me to report on student results and to

keep accurate records for sports awards, | need to

Fr omt he P&C

President : David Blower Canteen:

Vice-President : Simon Cox Jenny Redmond

Vice-President : Sue Stevens Melinda Secombe

Secretary: Denise Allen 3376 8209 Kim Deeb 33734527
Treasurer : Peter Lewis Uniform Shop Convenor :

All enquiries to: pandc@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au Cheryl Mulcahy 33734527

the Uniform Shop

School jumpers are currently in stock but due to a
price increase by the supplier, the cost has risen by
$2 to $66.

Please come in and collect any orders or purchase a
new one. The Uniform Shop hours are Monday to

From the President

I would like to extend an invitation to all parents, new
and existing to attend a future P&C meeting? The
focus of our meetings is always the students of
Centenary State High School.

I will report on the 2008 P&C Committee in the next

newsletter. Wednesday, 8am to 12noon.
David Blower Cheryl Mulcahy
President Uniform Shop Convenor

community advertisements

D.A. VAUGHAN SOLID PLASTERINC

Apprenticeship in Solid Plastering
2 x Positions Available
If you are interested,
please contact Dave.

Mobile: 0438 135 737

Wanted
Casual Relief Cleaners

Please phone Charmaine Macaulay
Business Services Manager at
Centenary State High School on
3373 4555 for further information.
SOUTH WEST UNITED
WOMEN'’'S HOCKEY

St Catherine’s Anglican Church
Ladies Fellowship

Do you need to sell or buy!

Babies, toddlers, juniors or teens clothing, shoes, books, toys,
furniture, etc.

Hire a table for $20 and you take home the proceeds of your
sales, or just come along and see what you can buy.

When: Saturday, 29 March, 2008, 8am - 12noon
Where: St. Catherine’s Anglican Church,
MacFarlane Street, Middle Park.

To book a t able or any other enquiries, cont act

Cecily 3279 1236 or Annette 3376 1888

Signing players for the 2008 Season
All grades from Under 7s to Seniors are welcome

We are an established club in your area who field
players in all the local and National Competitions

Hockey is a fun, fast moving, non-contact sport

New players need to a bring copy of your birth
certificate or passport Fees payable upon registration

Contact: Regina Fsher
ph: 33726419 mob: 0402446141
Email: regie72@bigpond.net.au
Website: wwwswu.com.au
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Wanted

INTERNA TIONAL

HOMEST AY
COORDINA TOR

Centenary SHS has recently been invited into
Education Queensland’s
International Students ri@gram.

We now need to appoint a Homestay Coordinator
to manage this vital part of our program.
The hours are flexible and part-time ...
probably the equivalent of one day per week in this earl
stage.

Quialifications needed ...
Life Experience - particularly with teenagers
Strong organisational abilities
Warm, non-judgmental manner

Please contact Deputy rihcipal,
Sallyann Griffith
on 3373 4555 for any further details.
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